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for cock-fighting is, perhaps, the most helpless thing in the world.
' The bleatin' of the kid excites the tiger. Oh, you frabjous asses !' He lay back and laughed till he could no more. The victims took in the situation but slowly.
c We'll give you the finest lickin' you ever had in your young lives when we get up!' thundered Sefton from the floor. * You'll laugh the other side of your mouth before youVe done. What the deuce d'you mean by this ? *
c You'll see in two shakes,' said M'Turk. c Don't swear like that. What we want to know is, why you two hulkin' swine have been bullyin' Clewer?'
c It's none of your business.'
c What did you bully Clewer for ? * The question was repeated with maddening iteration by each in turn. They knew their work.
c Because we jolly well chose,' was the answer at last. * Let's get up.' Even then they could not realise the game.
'Well, now we're goin' to bully you because we jolly well choose. We're goin' to be just as fair to you as you were to Clewer. He couldn't do anything against you. You can't do anything to us. Odd, ain't it ?'
* Can't we ?    You wait an' see.'
* Ah,'   said   Beetle   reflectively,    c that   shows you've never been properly jested with.    A public lickin' ain't in it with a gentle jape.    Bet a bob you'll weep an' promise anything.'
'Look here, young Beetle, we'll half kill you